.   TELEGRAM TO G. A. NATESAN*

BOMBAY,
April 18, 1919

DECIDED SUSPEND CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE TEMPORARILY
OWING CRITICAL SITUATION THAT HAS DEVELOPED
REALLY OPERATIVE PART MOVEMENT NAMELY PREACH-
ING PRACTICE OF TRUTH NON-VIOLENCE CONTINUES
WILL BE GLAD READ MY PRESS STATEMENT.

GANDHI
From a photostat: G.N. 2232

223.   PRESS STATEMENT ON SUSPENSION OF CIVIL
DISOBEDIENCE2
BOMBAY,
April 18, 1919
It is not without sorrow that I feel compelled to advise the
temporary suspension of civil disobedience. I give this advice not
because I have less faith now in its efficacy, but because I have,
if possible, greater faith than before. It is my perception of the
law of satyagraha which impels me to suggest the suspension.
I am sorry, when I embarked upon a mass movement, I under-
rated the forces of evil and I must now pause and consider how best
to meet the situation. But whilst doing so, I wish to say that
from a careful examination of the tragedy at Ahmedabad and
Viramgam, I am convinced that satyagraha had nothing to do with
the violence of the mob and that many swarmed round the banner
of mischief raised by the mob, largely because of their affection
for Anasuyabai and myself. Had the Government in an unwise
manner not prevented me from entering Delhi and so compelled me
to disobey their order, I feel certain that Ahmedabad and Viram-
gam would have remained free from the horrors of the past week.
1 In reply to Natesan's telegram of 14th April, urging suspension of civil
disobedience because of breaking out of riots.  A copy of this reply telegram
was also sent to C. RajagopalacharL who was secretary,   Satyagraha  Sabha,
Madras; vide The Hindu, 19-4-1919. '
2 Gandhiji addressed this as a letter to the secretaries of the Satyagraha
Sabha, Bombay, and released it to the PreSis, vide tlje preceding item.